HOWARD P. “BUCK"” McKEON, CALIFORNIA, CHAIRMAN

ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARYLAND
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS
WALTER B, JONES, NORTH CAROLINA
W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI

J. RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA

JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOE WILSON, SOUTH CAROLINA
FRANK A. LoBIONDO, NEW JERSEY
MICHAEL TURNER, OHIO

JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA

MIKE ROGERS, ALABAMA

TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA

BILL SHUSTER, PENNSYLVANIA

K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS
DOUG LAMBORN, COLORADO
ROB WITTMAN, VIRGINIA

DUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA
JOHN C. FLEMING, M.D., LOUISIANA
MIKE COFFMAN, COLORADO

TOM ROONEY, FLORIDA

TODD RUSSELL PLATTS, PENNSYLVANIA
SCOTT RIGELL, VIRGINIA

CHRIS GIBSON, NEW YORK

VICKY HARTZLER, MISSOURI

JOE HECK, NEVADA

BOBBY SCHILLING, ILLINOIS

JON RUNYAN, NEW JERSEY
AUSTIN SCOTT, GEORGIA

TIM GRIFFIN, ARKANSAS

STEVEN PALAZZO, MISSISSIPPI
ALLEN B. WEST, FLORIDA
MARTHA ROBY, ALABAMA

MO BROOKS, ALABAMA

TODD YOUNG, INDIANA

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

A.S. PHouge of Repregentatibves
TWashington, BE 205156035

ONE HUNDRED TWELFTH CONGRESS

June 27, 2012

The Honorable Jeffrey Zients

Acting Director

Office of Management and Budget
Eisenhower Executive Office Building

Washington, DC 20503

Dear Director Zients:

ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON
SILVESTRE REYES, TEXAS
LORETTA SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA
MIKE McINTYRE, NORTH CAROLINA
ROBERT A, BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA
ROBERT ANDREWS, NEW JERSEY
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFORNIA
JAMES R. LANGEVIN, RHODE ISLAND
RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON

JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE
MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, GUAM
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT
DAVE LOEBSACK, IOWA
GABRIELLE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA
NIKI TSONGAS, MASSACHUSETTS
CHELLIE PINGREE, MAINE

LARRY KISSELL, NORTH CAROLINA
MARTIN HEINRICH, NEW MEXICO
BILL OWENS, NEW YORK

JOHN R. GARAMENDI, CALIFORNIA
MARK S. CRITZ, PENNSYLVANIA
TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND

HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA
KATHY CASTOR, FLORIDA
BETTY SUTTON, OHIO
COLLEEN HANABUSA, HAWAII

ROBERT L. SIMMONS, Il, STAFF DIRECTOR

As you are aware, the Budget Control Act of 2011 requires that over a trillion dollars in
automatic cuts, known as sequestration, take effect in January 2013, barring a new agreement between
Congress and the White House on deficit reduction. Although the House has passed a measure that
would achieve the necessary deficit reduction to avoid sequestration for a year — encompassing both
defense and non-defense accounts — the Senate has failed to consider any similar measure and the
President has threatened to veto the House proposed solution. Given the apparent impasse, it is
appropriate to provide information to members of Congress, industry, and the public about the
Administration's interpretation of the law and how sequestration would be implemented mechanically.
At a minimum, this information is critical for planning, and perhaps the additional insight into the
realities of sequestration will incentivize all parties to offer alternative deficit reduction plans. I was
pleased to note the statement by your spokesperson earlier this week that indicated your staff was
conducting the analysis necessary to implement sequester if need be.

Therefore, you are invited to testify before the House Armed Services Committee on
Sequestration: Implementation Options and the Effects on National Defense on Wednesday, July 18,
2012 at 10:00 AM in room 2118 of the Rayburn House Office Building. Kindly please respond to this
invitation by Monday, July 9, 2012. I believe this hearing could not be timelier, as industry is already
preparing to take actions in anticipation of sequestration. We have requested that industry

representatives testify about these actions at a subsequent panel on the same date.

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee at least
48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it is requested
that 80 copies of your prepared statement be delivered to room 2120 Rayburn House Office Building the
morning of Monday, July 16, 2012. In addition, consistent with the House rules requirement to make
materials from hearings electronically available to the general public, Committee Rule 13 requires that
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witness statements be provided to the committee in electronic form. This request may be satisfied by a
transmittal via e-mail to Lauren Hauhn at Lauren. Hauhn@mail.house.gov.

1 appreciate your consideration of this invitation and look forward to your testimony. Should
there be any questions, please contact Jack Schuler on the committee staff at (202) 225-1977 or at
Jack.Schuler@mail.house.gov.
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Howard P, “Buck” McKeon
Chairman
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